FORAGE FOCUS

Take a fresh look at fodder beet

With the spring months on the horizon, growers and dairy farmers should already be
starting to plan their 2024 fodder beet crops. British Dairying reports.

odder beet is the highest yielding

srop for dry malter and energy,
and it i popular among grovers who
value its reliable performance as a
feed for cattle

Pembroleshire-based Agrovista
agronaiiist Tyndan Harrls has been
working with fodder beet growers for
weore thar 11 :f':s."ll“h".'lrn:!lﬁill:liu]\-m!ﬂh-.
forr the crap.

"Every dairy farmer that [ deal
with tells me that when they include
fodder beet in their feading system,
mille yields g wp” he says,

Bt despite the strong econnmic
and agronomic arguments for
'i|:|-;'|u..|i1:|g fodder beal in rolalions,
the crop is often overlooked by
farrmers, says Lyndon,

One reason cited for dismissing
fodder beet on arable or mixed
farma, is a long harvesting period.
Grovwers are concerned itcan't ahways
b followed with an awtumn-drilled
oo, he suggests,

In truth, 30-40% of cxisting
fodder beet growers harvest a
good percentage of their fodder
hest early enough to still drill
winter wheat, =0 incorparating
frcdider beet sueceslully into existing
rotations 15 readily achievahle,
Lyndon says.

However, the main block
preventing lis uptake by a wider
grower medienceis thtitis pereeived
1o he a n::|'|:|||::r|gi1'|g Crop (o Erow,
particulady among prassland farmers
wilh little arable experience,

"Thiz is disappeinting o hear
becauss, as with all crops, fodder
beet just needs detailed planning o
achieve maximum yield potential”
he says.

Brumium performed well in trials

i

“The specific fncuses are on good
seedbed preparation, the right
fertiliser and herbicide :|J_'|]:l|ia".c|
tion advice and, most impor-
tantly, selecting the right variety
for farming systems,” he suggests.

Growing tips

“Becawse fodder beet soed is small,
good seed-to-soil comtact is essential,
Establishing a fine scedbed and a
favourable tilth on the soil surface
ensnres goosd contact b5 rade and will
also help increase the cffoctivencss
of pre-emergence herblcides on the
newly established crop.

"It's also 'i1'|'|pur|:|1'|l Lo rg_-:l;l::i_l_'n'is;r
that cold, wet conditions don't phase
fudder beed It thrives in areas whers
there is very high rainfall and can
groay in much lovwer soil temperanures
than utherarablecrops” Lynadon says,

"TJr”hng (F414] r:|r|_'_>' can he
problematic in frost-prone regions.
Sodl depth iso'l a major fctor either,
given fodder beet docan't suffer from
soil compaction problems as much
as other crops, cspecially maize”

Toby Reich, Head of Agricultural Sales for Elsoms Seeds

he say= O crop nastrition, althowgh
fodder beet is not particularly
mif T 11|,|ng'r}l, it deoes r\e:ll:lir\e: i
significant amount of potash sourced
from slurry or frmyand manure

A good agronony tip s to substinate
50% of the potash requiremnent with
agricutniral salt.

“When they include
fodder beet in feed,
milk yields go up.”

"Becmse fodder beet was ariginally
grown in Mediterranean countries
in soils with very high salt content,
it Iz one of the fewe craps that has a
sult tolerance”

Tt ahsorhs sali VETY t:”?:l.‘.ﬂvrﬂ!.', i
the same way other crops would
absorh potash, Lymlon explains,

(n trace elements, the important
one for fodder beet is boron, which
can be added to agriculnural ealt at

little cost. Boron plavs a kev role
in supporling a diverse range of
plant functions, inchiding cell wall
formation and stability, and is a must
four Brnproving potential vields.

Yariety selection

“For fodder beet grovwers, particularky
new ar first-time growers, good
variery selection s critical. First and
forenenat, decide which varicty suite
vovrr preferred system, whether its
grame in giny, lift to feed of - in the
case ol an arable farm - [l aned slore
tos sl Tyrmclesn advizes.

"If you're grazing then you need
a 'n'ilrit:l_}' with a lol of ||1E:- wisible
above the ground. I vou're on
hewvier soils then a smooth-skinmed
variely with low dirt tare for easier
liftingr is desirable - and, depending
un whether you're lifting sarlier or
later, good frost tolerance has o bea
factor, he says.

He also advises looking for
rhizomania-tolerant varictics that
produce good top and leaf, which
meaba the plant meoe esilient to mest
and other foliar diseases.

Theamontofleata plant produces
also gives it good frost tolerance,
with the leves acting Hke a coak o
prodect the top.

Smoath-skinned oplions with
lorwr dlive tare make for easler Iing
in beeavier soils, and a variety with
a ]ligl'. ]N‘!‘I'H'Ililgl:" of 1-::-p ahowe the
ground can be top lifted, bottom
lifiedd or grazed in situ.

Strong agronomics

Toby Reich is Head of Agricultural
Sales at independent breeder Flaoms
Sevds, which marksts seven fodder
beed varieties in the UK.

"0f the varictics on Elsoms' port-
fodic, Brunium has performed excep-
tinmally wiell in trials with high yiclds,
improved disease tolerance, low dirt
tare and easy lifting characterlstics,”
Toby says.

"Whilat Jamon s srill ome of oor
most popular varieties, Lemipa — a
new; high vielding, rhizomania-toler-
ant variety with a medium dry mat-
ter percentage, has also performed
ex-.’br:[ﬂu'lrl..‘]”}' well and was the hig]n
est yielding variety in recent Elaoms”
trials, With a smooth skin, cean L,
and conicl shape i pravides a high
energy feed that suils any farming
syslem,”
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